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For FACT-Foundation (www.fact-fuels.org) an investigation mission of 1 month to 
Mozambique was made in January 2006. The developments on Jatropha for bio-fuel 
production were investigated in four areas: around Bilibiza and Itoculo (North Mozambique) 
Chimoio & Gorongoza (mid Mozambique).  
A workshop was organised in Chimio where stakeholders were invited to exchange 
experiences and to discuss further developments. 
Some active organisations, which were present at the workshop, are: 
ADPP, Caritas, IIAM (Agricultural Research Institute Mozambique), ICRAF (World 
Agroforestry Centre), Environtrade (NGO based in UK), Bio-oleo (company from Brendon 
Evans). 
Summarizing, the following findings can be reported: 
Local cultivation of Jatropha for oil production has started mid 2005. It is estimated that about 
150 ha has been planted with Jatropha, by a number of farmers and organisations. The 
climate and physical conditions in this country are very good for Jatropha. At several places 
there are full grown trees, which have been planted by the Portuguese some 20 years ago. 
ADPP, (Ajuda de Desenvolvimento de Povo a Povo)  has started with small nurseries and 
plantations, with teacher training colleges (EPF) of ADPP and small farmers. 
The target group of FACT and ADPP, the small vulnerable subsistent farmers, have very little 
opportunities to generate cash income. 
There is no market for biodiesel, but an eye-catching initiative is that from Brendon Evans, a 
local farmer (originated from Zimbabwe) who produces biodiesel from cotton seed, all by 
himself, which he uses for his tractor.  
There neither is a national policy on bio-fuels as yet. There is an inter-governmental 
workgroup however. 
The demand for affordable biodiesel is large because of the high price of normal diesel, 
which is presently more than US$ 1,- per litre, while the average income is around US$ 60 
per month. Therefore the stimulus for further scaling up is large. In first instance because 
Jatropha oil will be used for local or private use, for vehicles (biodiesel) or for diesel 
generators for electricity. 
We are dealing with a local product for local use. 
There are already some large firms, e.g. from South Africa, that are starting to develop large 
areas of land with Jatropha. These however are not putting the small farmers interests first.. 
On the short term the export to Europe may increase, stimulated by EU policy (legislation). 
There is an EU-commitment for 2 % “green” transport fuels in 2005 and 5.75 % in 2010. 
Sweden wants to be independent from fossil fuels by 2020 by relying on bio-fuels for 100 
percent. 
However, a vast amount of bio-fuels will need to be imported, because  the European 
countries cannot produce enough bio-fuels to fulfil this commitment. The climate and 
available land area is insufficient to reach this. However it may be doubted that much fuel will 
be transported from the inlands of Mozambique to Europe. Cost of logistics will be decisive. 
 
A locally executed energy survey in Itoculo indicated that no fertilizer is used by small 
farmers for all of their agriculture activities (too expensive). The cake resulting after pressing 
the oil from the Jatropha nuts offers the opportunity to be used as a natural fertilizer at low 
costs, supplying both minerals and nitrogen. 
There are other opportunities for application of the press cake, such as producing bio-gas for 
cooking or lighting via fermentation, but there is no experience with it yet in Mozambique. 

http://www.fact-fuels.org/


 
 
  
 

The Jatropha nursery from Environtrade in 
Gorongoza Park 

A 4 ha Jatropha plantation of Environtrade 

 

 
The Jatropha nursery of ADPP/EPF  
Chimoio 

A full grown Jatropha tree at the EPF in 
Bilibiza, in Cabo Delgado 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Participants of the Workshop held on Jatropha for Local Development from 19-20 January 
2006, at EPF Chimoio. 
 

 

 

A diesel engine driving a maize milling 
machine, which has the  potential to be 
modified to run on Jatropha oil. 

Jatropha plants intercropped with maize at 
EPF Chimoio. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

The Jatropha nursery of EPF Bilibiza, with 
seeds imported from Tanzania. 

The diesel generator set of EPF Bilibiza 
which is a potential user of Jatropha oil. 

 

The oil pressers from Bio-Oleo in action, 
pressing cotton seed, Chimoio. 

The press is made in China and imported via 
Zimbabwe. 

 



 
A hand rope pump installed at EPF Chimoio, which serves to irrigate  
young Jatropha plants and other vegetables. 
 
Project Proposal : Jatropha oil for Local Development in Mozambique 
 
FACT (Fuels from Agriculture in Communal Technology), together with ADPP and GAIA-
Movement has made a project proposal for production of Jatropha by the population of the 
subsistent farmers, for which presently funding is being searched for. 
 
The long term objective of FACT is to contribute to the development of bio-fuels in 
developing countries in a concrete  way, whereby this renewable energy source brings 
income generation to local communities that ( may ultimately) deliver to the world market 
The specific target of this pilot project is to build up an infrastructure, with such capacity 
building, that activities can be scaled up by own force, after ending of this project. 
Within the project, the local production of Jatropha seeds and subsequent fuel production will 
be started and a local users market of Jatropha oil will be developed. Capacity building of the 
local small farmers and technicians is an important part of the project. 
The production of Jatropha will be done by small farmers which are united in 25 farmers 
organisations, the so called “farmers clubs”, supported by ADPP and coordinated by FACT. 
In order to achieve a healthy yield of Jatropha, “on farm research” will be executed by 
Mozambican research institutes, IIAM and ICRAF, to varieties, pests and diseases and use 
of natural pesticides. 
The expected result after three years (end of project) is that, in 5 different areas in 
Mozambique, spread from North to South, where the local partner ADPP has been active for 
many years with the local population, 250 – 500 ha land will be in production with Jatropha. 
The second essential element is the development of a local market for bio-fuel that can be 
used in diesel generator sets producing electricity for the schools, driving power for maize 
mills, etc. and for some cars with diesel engines. 
To achieve this, local technicians will be trained by international experts, to modify the 
existing diesel systems into use of plant oil. 
The expected result after three years (end of project) is that, at 10 different places, at 5 
schools and 5 small enterprises, the oil will be pressed, and that a market will have been 
created for 25 diesel engines in 25 villages. The market, thus generated, will ensure the 



farmers of a fixed delivery for their Jatropha seeds and/or oil. Besides they can use the oil 
also for lamps in their villages and for local production of soap 
FACT will actively spread the knowledge generated within this project and it is expected that 
the experiences and income generated will lead to new, comparable projects. 
 


